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A Letter from a Gentleman in the City, to 
one in the Country. 



sir; 

THE Nation being awakened cut of that Lethar- 
gy, which for lo many Years had bound up. 
■is Senfes, and deprived it of all feeling and 
Perception, begins at laft to di'ccrn it's din- 
ger and to provide agiinft the ruinc and milchicfi which 
threaten it. Accordingly the Houfe of Csmm»*i have 
not only declared *»tmt*r etntrtiktnte, Th*t the Duke if 
Tiri's being i Papift, bttigm* the grettefi ti*nte»**tt 
tatiefrejeatDrfi/zsuMdCfiffpi'icifi *f the Papifts, *- 
gtinj! lie King *>*d Proteftanr Rcligiut; but have brought 
IB a Bill, Diftbliag bimto Inherit the Imferitl Grown nf 
thii Kialm, 

Now,Sir,this being thcAffiirldefign to Write freely 
toyou about, Iprefunjeiathevery entrance to tell you; 
that they cnuld dono'lefs, without abandoning them- 
felves, and the whole Kingdom, to Bondage and Popery.' 
And all true Men as well as />r»frj?wr, ate fo ful- 

ly fatisfied of theneccllity and Juftice of thecourfe which 
they fleer $ that they not only applaud and commend 
them in what they have undertaken, but are ready to 
flake their Lives and Fortunes towards the feeing it effo. 
flsdaolaccompliflwl 



"Seit. I. Nor.inthenrftphce, can the ptpip them-' 
"f elves Condemn ns for taking thel'c due ways and Me-" 
thods to fecureaur Religion, and prelervcour Liveiud 
Properties* Teeing ihey are not only agreeable totnc 
Meafures, (but much mote mod eft) whica they have ta- 
ken in Forieign Countries to prefervc their own. 5hall 
it be lawful for the French, to endeavour to preclude 
Henry the4.fi. fromenjoyingtheCrown of France, be- 
caufehewasaPrc«/?i«, and mult it be unjutt /or the 

■ Eoglijb to debar James Duke of Terk from attaining 
the 5overaigntv over this Realm, that is a PtpijP. Shall' 
the Fife and Church of Rtme cherilh and juftify a Bloody 
War, upon the alone foot of his being of a different Re- 
ligion from what was received in that Nation ? And 
IkiH not we be allowed to ufe fuch legal means, as are 
confiltent with and warranted by our Conftituiion, to ■ 
hinder a'P-fi/r from afcendingthe Regal Tlirone of this 
Kingdom f Shall it be lawful for thole in the Communi- 
onof the Ptfdt Chstrch, to advile Phillip the id. of Spain 

. to Murder his Son cbttriet, for fpeak'mg only favourably 
ofhtsFiihers'Subje^sin trit-JVctfier/tnds, who were 
cilled Lutheran!*. And lliall not we hive the liberty 
humbly to pray and defire our King, to defcrt a Brother 
who hath Plotted rbe-Rumof bis Mtjtfiiu suiycils, end 
for no other reafoniiut bees ufe they are not p.fip. And 
fuppofeit Ihould belsid j that thefe methods were not 

■ only unjuft, but Condemned by fome of the very Reman 

■ Ctnrnmnisn j yet the defpsrity is lb great between a pt- 
pijts arriving at the Government over a Prc-teflint King- 
dom, anda Prctefiants being flivfliced to Reign over a 

■ Paf JMIountf ay, thatitwill no ways follow from thence, . 
lUiat what the Parliament-have undertaken,- is in the leaft 

■ repte- 



r cprchenfible. For no frtttftnt Prince u'ill either en- 
ilavchrs Kingdom or-Subj^'tF to a Pjt reign j'trilikti'ini 
norcallhisPcopIc intoqudlion for their Kcijiun, pro- 
vided they be rh.; inhVn.id by the Principles of it, to 
diltjrb the Government aud diiiiuict the Civil Peace. So 
ihstP^/riafteid of receiving prejjdice by having a 
Frttrflt*! Prince id rule over them, they become pjile.'t 
of rmny advanng's a; to ulety, eale and immunities, 
which their bjngun J. r-i;'^:;,'' King exdudoa them from. 
And therefor a ir U , that we h'.id the P*pijls d<> no u here 
lb fully enjoy the Right and Liberties of minkirtd, as in 
lbmeP;«rj!.i»(Niii"ni, where they hive had the Wit 
and Sobriety, a to inolelt tli.ir fjlkr-v Su'j^cSs, or Con- 
fpire,ijgiinfri!i-j Go «rn men r under which they live. So 
far as their Religion is found to have an Influence only up- 
a future Life, arjdmeerly iff endanger thflir own happi- 
nefs j they are pitied inltci J of being Capitally I'rolc-m- 
icd, and the worlt they are made to fumr, h no* and 
then tobe rati onil/i' .ic.iolK'd by thtir Ndg'ib-mrs, and 
addrcfied itnto by ±i£ :v.::nts, whidiiii ly cmduce to re- 
criry and inftruct tHeir Jad^mtuct. Whereas through 
thchtving a pyijh Prince Succeed over a prstt$&*t peo- 
ple, they become immediately I'ubjecied to the fevereft 
I'unilh nenBj =nd that upsn the alone fcore of their 
Chrilrian Pwfeflbn. !t is not only lawful for fuch a 
Prince to delfroy thole of his Subj rctn. wh.i duiigrce /torn 
himh Faitharidworlhip, but it is an iudi.lpenfable Duty 
upan him to do ir. Nor is he only lute of a Ptrdt* up- 
on the acc/implilhing lb B:e'T:d a work, but the merit of 
the Atciiievcment entitles htm to unfpeakible Happincfs 



-aad a Glorious Crown. 



Sefl. 
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Seer, t, And tliis conducts meto the sitting; name- 
ly that no Pepij! ever fincethe Reformation fueceeded to 
Suprcam Authority over a frttifltnt CtKntrj, but 
he both endeavoured 10 overthrow the Religion 
which he found Elhblilhed, and purfucd hi; Subjects 
withthemoft outngioui Cmtltiei. Nor hiththeLoy- 
alty of their people been ib!e to appeals or obftrutl their 
indignation, buc they have been created as (be worft of 
criminals, becaufethey would not renounce the .Faith 
which they hadembric'd. This is fo certain and beyond 
allcontrol as to matter of Fad, that there is not one in- 
ftance upon the whole file of Hiftoiy to the contrary; 
Whcrcfoeverany of the P.fi]h Belief, have attained the 
Soveraignty over a Pretrff-iMt Nition , whether they 
were CrmatA finis at princes of a more Inferior Rank, 
they have Univerfally applyed themlelves to Subvert the 
frsttji*.*! RtligicH, whiehlheyfuundlegallyfctlcd, and 
todeftroy thole innocent and generous Souls which had 
the courage toown it. And if SieeeiUni, MuHgtr^Be- 
krmU, and feveral P'incipt/iiifs in fffDwiuj, do not fuf- 
fice reconfirm the truth of this Aflerrion , En%Uint can 
produce QacmMiry in the proof, and for the a tteft an- 
on of it. And as I challenge any man to affign fo much 
as oneoppolice Example, fo it is not to be expreffed what 
Cruellies they haveulcd towards theaccomplilhing their 
Dcfign ofrootingouti'r»'e/4«? 1 and re-eftabliftiing Pope- 
rf. Nat only Laws havebeen trampled upon, but Cities 
and Kiof iems made fwitn with Blood, in order to the 
extirpating the Faith of the Gofpel and deftroying thofc 
who profett it. And therefore let me fay 9 that the porti- 
on and Lot which hath befallen other Nations, through 
their folly in adroitripgperlonj of tTttf dStmf to Suc- 
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ered over them, fhould inftrufl England to prevent and' 
obviate his afcent to the Throne, from whom we may 
juftly expect: to undergo the fame mil chiefs. 

Sect. 3. For thirdly, no Antecedent Promifes made by 
rif-ijb Prima aa their Aflumption to Ruleover Pretefltut 
Ctuittriei, have been any fecurity to thofe who reived on 
them, or my confinement to I'uch is madethem. The 
Examples of the violation of all Faith, are as numerous, 
as the Pcrions who hive been admitted to Sovereignty 
upon fuch Stipulations. Every own knoweth thit It 
was the Emperor's Tranfgtcfling againft tbe promifes 
which hehad made to the Baktmi*n'i concerning the li- 
berty of their Religion, which occafioned that long bloo- 
dy and fatal War. And as thereby all Enrift came lefs 
01 more to be concerned and entangled ; So by the ill 
conductor fome,ind Treachery of others, the Pnttftnt 
XeligitB, after the Iheddiog of an Ocean of Blood, is at 
inft extirpated that Kingdom. Yea the prelent diffetcn- 
ccsin Hungary between the Emperour and that People, 
are wholly to be refolved into a departure from the Priiti- 
Jes which Ferdim*n4c mideto them for their prefervation 
inthcenjoymentoftheirReligion, when in Anas 1618. 
he '.raschoien to be their King. And notwith (landing 
the Hm%*ri*/u hive been at ail times ready to fubmit to 
hi; Imperi il M.ijtfty, providing their Religion and Legal 
Rights might according to the iirft Contracts and Stipu- 
lation* be lecnred unto them s yet in the midft of all his 
npceffitie* heluth ebol'ennther to venture the ruineboth 
ol i he Empire ind his own Hirertitary Countries by the 
frrnch. ihin fulfil- the Prtmtfe of his Alice fors or comply 
v ith fi>!.j*riT R'q»itfts. Which plainly /hews us that it 
muiVbs^fttangeimpliMblenefs which etfip bear to 
4 out 



iour Religion, f bar nertherrL-ga id toX-iVfnnlt nor Inter 
rut (ii"S:itec-an induce them 10 mcdc; ration to wards luch 
aipK.lt, s and maintain it: Biit\ihacneed we to conliilt 
Futrcign Examples, feting cur ow n Qaera Atitj affords 
us a remarkable ip ft ancc as to breachoi Faith in this mat- 
ter. Who as fhcwasihe only P'yiji . who hath weilded 
■the Exglijb Jt'f/(J-fincethtRdurination, to die hatlileft 
us abundant warning how we admit others of that Im- 
preflion and Stamp to afcend the Throne, be their Pmmi- 
fes before hind u hat they will. For neither the finding 
the Prttftiai sdi'up legally eftiblilhsd, nor the having 
pledged her own Faith for the Prtjtrvilit* of it accor- 
ding to'the Eftabliihment, were of any fignifieancy to 
keepoutf^rf;', or to lecure Preteflinti from Fire and 
Faggotj w hen once foe was poflWfedof the Cnn>n. 

Seel 4, Andthereforeiourthly,'Soroe Neighbouring 

. Nations Prs/t/ftirg the Pntrfttnt Rrtigiin, hiving found 
that byfubmittingtoluffrraPJf'/' 10 feign over them, 

. they had betrayed the ml elves to loieall ihjt was dear un- 
to them; tooknotonlycaretorelieve'tlicmrelves from 
the Violence and Treacherous Attempts of their Reg- 
nant fifijb King ; but made Pnvifma to debar all of Rc- 

■ nttn Primiptei, frombeing capable for the futureof pre- 
tending to the Throne. The cafe in brief /food thus, Si- 

, gipatiid the Swted who had been before chofenKingof 
■ Peloid, was as new Heir to the Dccealed King of 
SretrdlaHd admitted to the Throne of that Kingdom, but 
upon previous conditions that he fbould not infringe their 

. Liberty as to Religion, nor introduce Ptfery which they 

. hsdlianifhedoutof their Dominion. Now this Prince 
having contrary to all Stipulations endeavoured both to 
overthrow their Religion and to breik innjpon their Ci- 

a. vil 
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vil Rights; The Srtitds like a generous People char would 
expjfe theraiclvcs to all hazards rather than give up their 
legal Rights, and Sacrifice their Con licences to tile Will 
andLuftot their Prince-, commenced a War ag.iinli him 
under rhc Conduct of his Uncle clurUs, whom they 
cholc tobc their Protector. In which War being' at lift 
Conqucrours, they not only Depofed him, but made a 
Law that no Pipijt mould at any time after be truftcd w ith 
the Scepter. And how conduceable that Law hath been 
to their Prefervatiun, alltlie World hath obferved Upon 
gu_««Clri/2iBj'sreiigningthe Kingdom, hiving enter- 
tained a purpa['c of Renouncing her Religion. For as Die 
knew that ihe could not declare her fclf af j/^and at the 
fame time remain their Qucenj fo they had too fadly expe- 
rienced what it was to havcPopcry and Soveraigntymeet 
inonePerlbn, tofufferhcr to continue their Soveraign if 
ihe once abjured their Religion. Now I would gladly 
be informed, why the Parliament of EegLtni may not as 
well exclude a Pupift from all capacity of mounting the 
Throne, to deftroy this Nation and the Reformed Reli- 
gion here, as the States and People of SsvtcAUnd have 
done there. Surely it is much belter to be inirructed by 
the Prudence of others afrer the forctaft of manifold mif- 
chiefs which they had undergone, than when we have 
made our fclves through folly and Credulity Subjeftsand 
Examplei of milery, to think to provide for our own fi- 
fciyand Interelt, and tb.de of ourPoiterity by the hopes 
of an afrergaim. 

Sect. 5. Fifthly fuppofing it were poffible at another 
juncture, to preferve our Religion under a Pipijh Prince^ 
and that therefore it were not altogether unreafonableto 
admit one; yet at thisScafon when the whole Ptftt Par- 
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ty in Enrc/K fasveConfpired to extirpate Proteftancy inall 
the Schem's and Branches of it, it were no )cls than mari- 
ne Is to think we could fours our Religion, weretheSo- 
veraign Authority over thefe Nations once lodged in a 
Papal hand. He mull be very ignorant in the preterit 
State of things, who doth not know that there is a. Dc- 
figa hid and cartied on for the enllaving all Enrofe again 
to the Tripple Crown. And he muft be ai o ivery great 
firanger in the Affiir's of the World, that doth not un- 
derftand how t?.t thi'. Projection hath already luccccded, 
and that there is very little wanting to the full accompli- 
Aiing of it. I am lure fcparate but onse EngUni from a 
hearty erpoulal of ihe Proteftanc Iniereft, and it mud 
neceiTarily fiak and, without a Miracle,be njpplanted in all 
other places. Andas we cannon magi nc that mould we 
have aPopilhPiincein EngUni, % ht would prevent the 
ruine of a Religion clfewherc which himfclf hath renoun- 
ced i fo we can as little think that he would liipport a 
Religion at home, that is bothoppolitc ro his own, and 
which had loft it's footing every where elfe. So that as 
matters itand, weilnuldby admitting aPopilh Prince to 
Succeed his Majefty, not only lofe the Protefhnt Religi- 
on from our felvei andourpollerity, bnt through aban- 
doning of that profeffion abroad, we flnuld boa means 
of making all the World Vaffals again to the Romim 
Yoke. And hence it is that the Eyes and "Hopes of all 
'frittjlt/itiiue upon the prefeatpir/wm-flr, and from the 
Councdsof this great Aflembly, they are ready todate 
their Hippinefs orMilery, How much they judge their 
whole iniereft and concernments to be wrapt up in our 
Confultations andRelblvcs,is evident from this,tnat fince 
the meeting of this AfTembly, they have in feveral pn- 
■stftm Countries and Pre-v'tmes abroad, obferved Selcrrra 
daya 
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days of Farting and Prayer, to beg a, bfeGirig from tlur 
' Lord upon it, and that there may be a happy correlpon- 
dence between the King and his Parliament. 

Seit, 6. Sixthly, fliould it be allowed as a thing (at 
leaft) credible, that there ate fome perfons in the Papal 
Communion, who fhould they afcend the F.aglifr Throne, 
we might nevertheleis depoiite with them and confign 
into their hinds the prelervingof our Laws and the Pro 
teftant Religion s yet we have liitle Reafon to believe " 
jAmts Duke of TsrHp be a perfon of that temper and 
moderation, that wAught in a mairer of this confe- 
rence and importance to rely upon him. For though 
I could venture fir upon the Moral Principles and good 
Nature of fiich a one Miximilitn was ; yet I would 
be loth to abandon my life, fortune, and the liberty of toy 
Worlhipping God to fuch as chirk i the Ninth of Fwtcr, 
or Philip the Second of spiia were. And if I miftake 
not, the experience we have had of the Duke of r«rk 
while only in a remote profpect of the Crown, may per- 
fectly infirua us what we are to expeft from him were 
he once poffeft of it, and veiled with the Purple Robe. 
He that while (iibject to the Law hath fb induftrioufh/ 
purfued the fubverfion of Proteftancy, which is efta- 
blilhed and fenced by it ; what would he not do ? were 
he once foliated, as that according to a fundamental 
Maxim of our Law, he could do no wrong. If you take 
a view of his private Friends, during his being in -the 
rank of a Subject, you may eafily guefs what his publkJt 
Miniften would be, were he once arrived to the Quality 
of a King. There are few men of any Obfervatbn i- 
bout the Town, but they have taken notice that both 



treat St. 74M»*s t and his Train in the Park ufed 




moftly to coufift of thore who had formerly walhen their 
hinds in the blood ol Proteftants, or who are the ge- 
nuine Off fpring of thofe that did. And how fir we 
hive rcaton to iuppofe he would be from overthrowing 
our Religion, and trampling upon our Laws, were his 
Temples once encircled with our Imperial Crown, we 
may in fome degree learn from the arbitrary Cotinfels 
which h= hath becnobferved to give, and the Plots a- 
gainft our Religion which he hath influenced, and ( to 
Ipeak modeftly) hath given countenance unto. 

Sect. 7. Seventhly, The Natiofrhath already fo much 
provok'd him, that it will not be hereafter fafe to ad- 
vance him to a condition, and tritft him with a power, 
whereby he may bo enabled to 'revenge himfelf. The 
very endeavours of this Parliament,* nd the laft,todifable 
him from inheriting the Imperial Crown, will be judged 
expiable by 00 lefs than the blood of thofe worthy Patri- 
ots who acquitted themfelves fo well in thofe twoHoufes. 
And therefore as they have engaged themfelves beyond 
any poffibtlity of a fafe retreat,it were a bafethmgln thofe 
whom they reprefcnt, and whole welfare in all this rhey 
have been confulting, to abandon them to the revenge 
of an enraged and implacable Prince. It had argued 
erear fimpuciry to have trufted him with the Govern- 



know hi ji, feeing a fecret averfation for the EngHft Pco- 

ebath betrayed it feff in his whole carriage ever fince 
Majtfties Return : but we <hou\d proclaim out felves 
perfectly frantick, after we have expteffed our Re- 
fentments for his ill behaviour towards our taws and 
Religion, and thereby bavemoreexafperated him, if we 
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his power, and leave them to his mercy and difcretion. 
' If a gracious King, who could both command him and 
and call him to an account, ruth hardly been able from 
time to time toteltrain bis fury .what. can be able to bri- 
dle him when he hath ali unde^ h power, and hath no 
' man 10 control! him. Belides, now many Emglijb 'Pro- 
leftants muft be offered up, to attone for the deaths of 
the late Tjbm* Martyrs? The blood ofthourands will 
be accounted too little, to appeafe the angry Ghofts of 
thofe who have fuffered by rcafon of this meritorious 
Plot. 

Sect. 8. Eighthly, It were ridiculous to entertain any 
thoughts of difcouraging the Papifts from prbfecuting 
.their Confpiracies, while wc leave them any hopes or 
expectations of the Dafrr's fuccceding to the Govern- 
ment. For as fo many of all qualities and conditions 
would never have embarkt in defigns To hazardous to 
themfelves and their pofterity, unlefs they hid been en- 
couraged and fupported by the hopes of the Date's being 
the prefumptive Heir; la they will never defift frdrii- 
purming the Plot wherein they are engaged for the en- 
ikving of EngUai, and the final fubjugating the titri , 
riser n Hercfie, while there is any probability left them 
of his coming to the Throne. So long as they enjoy the 
Icaft hope that it is polfible for the D*ke of Turk to fuc- 
ceed unto his Majefty, hrlhad of being diflieartned from 
following their trayterous undertakings, they will be 
animated toaccelerate their Villanies, especially that of 
deftroying the King. You may firid that through the 
interruption of this affair, during the late interval be? 
tween this and the laft Parliament, how that inftead a* 




by the detection of their Crimes, they 
have 



have been enflam'd to cany cn ihcir Plois with more 
Zeal and Vigour than ever. 'Moreover as the difabling 
the Duke to Inherit the Imptrht Crcwn of this Rt'im, is 
the only rationalnWium to hinder the continuaticn snd 
puriirit of the Plot, fir ' will be the moft effectual induce- 
ment to prevail withljerons to come in and make a fur- 
ther detection of it. ' For can we reafonably conceive 
that they who have cooperate in it, fhould venture by 
difcovering to live us } when they mult needs know that 
their reward may in a fhort rime, amount to their being 
hanged themfelves for theirScrvice,'Tis indeed a wonder, 
that in the profpeft of Death, and Torment which fuch 
perfons rnuft neceffarily forcfee them I elves adjudged unto, 
Jhoulda Pipift once mount the Thcone.how fo many.have 
already expofed themfelves to lay open this Confpiracy a- 
gainft our Religion and Government. Whereas were 
the Duke made once uncapable of arriving at Ae Sove- 
reignty over thisNation, there are many more who fee- 
ing thcmiclvcs put into a condition of fafety for the fu- 
ture as well as for the prefent, would undoubtedly with- 
out the profpect ol any reward, offer themfelves to beln- 
irruments of further detecting, and thereby difappoint- 
ing Ehis whole He! lilh Confpiracy. 

Seii. Ninthly, Thercisnothinginthis Bill of Ex- 
clufion, but what is confonant unto, and juftified by 
that which is the Supteam and Ultimate end of all Go- 
vernment, For no Government was either defigned by 
God, or ever erected by Men, but in orderto feli-prefer- 
vation. All Humane Laws whether they relate to the 
kinds of Government, or the ways in which perfons 
fhal! Succeed unto it, they fuppofe an Antecedent Right 
in Men of protecting their Lives andliberties,and prefer- 
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ving to tfiemfelvesa freedom of judging how tlicy ought 
to lervc and woriBp their Creator and Maker ; and the 
delign of ail Hum ine Laws is to fecure thulc Anteccdenr 
and Natural Rights. No perfuns ever Congregated or 
,Coalefc"d into Societies, but withan intent to live more 
lifcly jnd better, thin if they (hould continue fepar a ted 
and alone. Nor did ever any condelccnd on this or that 
mode and form of Gjvernment, but with a profpeft and 
upon a fuppofal, thatthePriviiedges, Rights and Liber- 
t ics of Men Jhould be pre ferved unto them. And there- 
tore as all Government isfoiinded inTruft and fetled in 
fucha^r/oo orliroittcd tofuchaF4i»i/7, for the fafctv 
and advantage of the people as well as of the Ruler ; to 
there can be (uppofed n j primitive Agreements in refe- 
rence toluch and luch links of Succdlion, where the ru- 
incof the people is unavoidable u ithouta break in the 
Chain. If an Ideotmay be j ][Hy put by from Succeed- 
ing in thcRoyal line, bec.mfeheis uncapible of under- 
Handing the intcreft of his people, or protcfting them 
in tlieif Rights ; much more may one who hathdefigrrcj 
andrefalved todeftroy them, and overthrow every thing 
for which Kingfiiip was both creeled and fubmitted untOj 
be debarred all Plea and Title to inherit. For to what 
purpofe ferve Laws betwixt King and People, but to in> 
ftruit us notonly concerning the Fealty and Obedience 
which wcarc to piy to our Prince, but what we may 
claim and expert from him that is to be advanced to that 
Gr mdure and Dignity, Yea were there any Laws for the 
Eft ibli foment of a Mortal Enemy over us, on this a- 
lonc fuppofal that lie were of next affinity to the forego- 
ing and lawful Prince, fuch Laws were revocable and 
oughttoherepealedasinconfiftent with the fafcty and 
Lappinefe of Subjeft). For though our Auceftors might 
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reftrain and" Emit us in the Uiage of thofe things 
■which wc derive from them t yet they could not 
icitrain and limit us in fuch things which we have 4 
light unto by the Law of Nuure. That is (and Wefled 
Iw God they never attempted it) ihey could not -deprive 
•usoF, nor abdicate from us, a right 10 protect and de- 
fend our Telvcs from our declared Adverfrry. So that if 
the people of Eaghni be but acknowledged to have a, 
right to prcrerve their Lives, maintain their Proprieties 
or fecurc their Religion t it is lawful for them to dilible 
the Duke of Tiri to Inherit the imfcritl Crnnt of this 
jem/iw, as having already not only rendred himfelf un- 
f»fetotheNarioninallthere,butProclamed by his A<5li-. 
ons that he is an open Enemy to every one of them. 

: Sect. 10. Tenrhly 5 It is remarkable that there was 
never a conveyance of the Crown of EngUni to any 
perfon, but upon the tacite concurrence and with the 
-virtual or implicite confent of the people- And indeed 
though a people may be made Slaves without their 
Confent, yet it is impoffibte that they Ihould he free Sub- 
jects but with it. And therefore anciently before any King 
of EngUnd was actually Crowned, the people, being 
fell acquainted with the day appointed for that Solemni- 
ty, were three ft vera! times publickly ask'd, whether 
they would have fucli a perfon to Rule over them. And 
till the confent of the people was thus obtained and de- 
clared, they who held in Fee of the King, together with, 
the Nobility, were not obliged, neither were they called 
to do Homage to him. And though thefe kind of Te- 
nures be fine* abolilhed by Ait of Parliament, yet it 
plainly flews that heretofore the Nation had a great in- 
tertfi in recognizing theRight of theiiKing.No w the peo- 
■ ■' ole 
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.pic of ExglJxditcaa where lb Uniirerfally proline, ar 
wbenRcprelentcdin Parliament by thole whom they 
hive choi'en and delegated to a£t in their Places and 
Nitres, as well as for their interefts. And therefore 
what is the Language of the Heufr of Commons, is the 
unanimous Voiec of all the People of EtgUnd. Ye* 
were the fevetal Individuals of the Nation to bo demand- 
ed their Opinion, they would harmoniouflyrdbund the 
Vote of that Houfe, namely chat they will not have 
James Daie of Turk to Reign over /4f/», 

Sect, it. Eleventh^, The Parliament of Engird 
have from time to time lb difpofed cf the cnvcit of 
this Renins, as both to fettle and limits the Saecejfttn 
in referrence to tbe, Enghjh Throne. It was a Parliament 
that Depofed tfcisrdthc id, and chafe Henri thc^/t.to 
Seigniahiijlead, It was a Parliament which limit ted 
tbeCrcven toH'nrnhe6th. only for his Life with an ex- 
clufion of his Poftericy from all Title 10 it, and fecled 
the Succeflion upon Riehtrd Dakeof Tori. Anditisob- 
fervable that they who afterwards took part with the faid 
Zfrw'j the %tb. and fought by his Authority, as well as 
under his Banner at the Uattel of writ field, where Ri- 
chard Duke of Terk was killed ( were in the i/K of Edward 
the 41*. attainted of Treafon becaufe they fought againfi 
andflewaperloj] who wasby A[t of Parliament decla- 
red Heir after Henry to thcCi-«w». ft was a Parliament 
whochofeand advanced Sichard \hc jd ; though Edward 
the a.ih bid not only left behind him a Brothers Son 
whole Tide was Prior ioRichiris, but two Sans of his 
.own. .It was (lie Parliament that entailed the Crtmn in 
. Heart the.4i''itime ; and l'etled the Inheritance of the 
Rtnlntioi EsgUwd and £r*»c, ire. Uponhis Sons by 



( tt) 

Name, and upon all of them fucceflivcly, in cafe or 
Tlaj upon whom the lettlerncnt was Erft made, ihould 
die u-idiout Heirs f Yea our Parliaments during the 
Reign of Henry the 8'*. made a threefold Settlement and 
Entail of the Crown, and that with fuch various LimiiA- 
tiens arid Prtvijism, as they thought thcintereft of the 
Kingdom conducted them unto. Thefe three Entails 
. were made and enacted the ijfft of Htnry the Hth the 
iSfAof Htiirj the 8/6. and the of Htnry the Sii. 
But to omit more Inftances, it was the Parliament that 
having by Statute Recogniied Q»ttn E/ix,ittrhi Title to 
the Crown inthefirft Year of her Reiga, afterwards 
"Entailed it upon her andthe Heirsof her Body incale 
ihe Ihould come to have any,inthe I j of her Raign. H.w 
it is very remarkable that in divorfc of thefe Entailes and 
Settlements, our Parliaments proceeded without any re- 
gard to Legitimacy, their fole will and pleafure, under 
the Influence which the inter eft of the Kingdom had 
upon them, being both the beft motive into which we 
cm relblve divcrle of thofe Settlements, and the only 
Standard according to which we mull account for the'Li- 
mita tions contained in fomeof thofe Entails- And can 
wc be fo filly as to believe that the moil Magnanimous 
and Victorious Princes that ever Reigned over this Nati- 
on, would luve futFered Parliaments to imerpofe about 
the Sucseffion aud meddle in the dflpofal of it, if it had 
not appertained unto them by the conftitution of (tie 
■ ■Kingdom nd the ancient Ufages tbereof.Surely bequeath- 
ment of the Inheritance of the Crown hy the Regnant 
Prince, would hive better become the Prerogative of our 
Kings, if they had not believed that it belonged to the 
Parliament in conjunction and Cooperation with their 
tftings to difpofeand toJettlethit matter. 
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Sefl. 11. Twelfth!}-, Not hath the fupreme Court of 
Parliament in their interpoiure about the di'pofal of tile 
Gown of this Realm, confined themlekes to nearntls 
and proximity of Blood, a; if it hid been to delccnd 
without interruption, or be convened to the next in the 
Royal Line. And therefore whufpever conluits our 
Laws and Hifiurics, they will find that our Parliaments 
in their choice and dtfignation oi Princes to a Ice nd the 
Throne, have often diverted from the next of Kin, and 
regulucd themfelves in their Eleftion and Aupdoimtnti 
by the alone Meafures of Publiek Good, and the f'afcty 
and happinefs of the Kingdom. And to begin u ith ivil- 
Him the Conquerour, that Nnmtn Prince had no right 
bur from the Peoples Election of him. For whereas he 
pretended to derive a Title to the Crown of EnglsnA^ 
from the Will andTeiUmcnt of £JnwJ the Cc»fcff C r, 
that very Eimri had no hercditaiy right himlelf How- 
ever by the peoples advancing wUliim the NtrmaM to 
the Throne of this Realm, Edgar Elhtl'mg the neardt 
Prince to theCrown, if refpecl had been (hewn to Blood, 
wis excluded and ihtit our. And no fooner was William 
the Conquerour dead, but mllitm Rufni was preferred 
before Rsiir f, who being his eldeit Brother would other- 
wife have had the better right. Yea upon the deceafe 
of Rafm, Ribcrt was again put by (though upon an A- 
grecmeat between them two he had been promifed the 
Crown in Revcrfion after him) and Henry [he Firft was 
advanced in his room. And if we proceed a little far- 
ther, we ihall find that King J'hn was advanced before 
his eldeft Brothers Son.who mult needs have had the belt 
right, if nearnefs of Blood had obtained and taken place. 
And to pafs by other Examples, it is eafie to determine 
C a wtic- 
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whether any regard was had to the next of Kin, when 
RUlurd the Third was preferred before the two Sons of 
£aw.trd the Fourth. 

Soft ij. Liftly, The Bill depending before the Par- 
liament about diljbiing ihe Date of Tjc* ro inherit the 
Imperiil Crown of Eaglsad, is not inrroduitive of a. 
■ new Liw, but corroborative and explanatory of thofe • 
which we hive already. And indeed all ihc Laws which 
we are provided of agjinft Popery, ire not only weak . 
fenfes to widilfond the irruption of it ( but in them- 
felves null and void, unlefs wc admit that [here is this 
intended in (hem, that no Popilh Prince fluJI ever be 
allowed to Reign in EngUnd. And this being of Tonic 
confequence to be known, I (hill therefore infill fome- 
whar the more largely upon it. Every oneknows that 
there is a vaft difference between i pcrfons right to an 
Eihrc, and perfons remote Title cnly to Govern. For 
an Eliate is a mans Property, whereas the advancing, 
one to Rule over a Nation, is but the recognizing ofa 
llight originally inclufivc of a Trufr. And therefore if 
our Laws hive made Papifh to forfeit their Eftttcs, or 
any part of them, fur meet Hccufmcy : We m;y very 
rationally fbppEife that they intended tint every Popifh 
Recufant fliould forfeit and be incapable cf all Regal Au- 
thority, feeing that is -but a Truft limited to inch a Fa- 
mily, in order to the prcferving us in our due Rights. 
Now that our Laws hive made Papifts liable lofcr/eit 
*U eb.-irGio.it *nd Thirds if thrir ral Elates, not- 
withstanding ill Title either h Birthright ,r Purcbife 
trhich they aitj htve in thrm, is evident and beyond all 
comradklion to whofoevcr reads the St lute of the tp. 
of £//'*, cf .6. and the Statue of the 3. of^mrr, ap^. 

Befidcs 
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Befides ourijwj provide tbti xt Rtcufum cwiii fait 
be * pMtk Q$ctr, or\h»& exenije tuj pi,b!i,i off'.t tr 
Charge in the Cimrrwnnea.'th, but that tttrj £ ta(txt 
jb,S St ylHrljitftbtei ti txtru't the f.wt byh>m\<.( w by 
hisDrfuiy. Sit. 3 .uf J*m.ei- r .^. Yea thai tbtyjhtll be 
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M-l' who Hint ted 
uf^foraPopifli 
illcd with ilfecx- 



ihofc Laws, k 'ended tijii i: i 
Prince totfccnJ UlcThr in . 
erc'rlepf Sovereign Riile over 

Moreover our Laws have : ro\ii^d and declared, Hut 

twrj PMfifl rrht h cm iclr-t, jh I .' ■ Ai'.bhA ,i be air Ext- ' 
tutor, Aimimp,.i:tr, tr nh.vt u. . ,j t *j cbtli, 
■ti CuiriUn, dmtb.it if 4 ,.r «'«.;, tr grdutid ti fab, 
tbfj \h.\Sle »ltCThi-iM r *Hnel p.hc • S Ut. j. of 

J4mt1ctp.it, And cinwe then fupj)..^, tint they who 
onaftcd [tut Law, ever tJiui.p'ir, r'v imc>:dtd thaia Pi- 
pijflhuuldbecapiblcof!t;'.i:'g the Oi <• .VAnfl ip of the 
whole N4iion. Our PirlianKmi h,vt provided both 
by a smalt of the i j,£//:.c«.i. ar,d bv ere of the ; j. of 
Etiz,c<tp. i and by another cf thcj.ui l.,n,er up. *- 
ThatiiMif T«,i> /« tr w V cWcA V 

Nvvtisrh -lc Laws arc wholly infignificanr, as 
tn emlsfiT which ilie>-vcre mad-:, if - Ripift be left 
flulcapiWcor ii. lim ut.c, JieCroi.n , lu I cjnnoc there- 
fore b-n rhmfc, tbuthey do in cfTe.t exclude ail fucfv 
wrrofufftr themfdves to be reduced to Popery, and 
who thtrcupjn are brought to acknowledge a foiriian 
JiiriMirtMn. fr.im all Right, Claim and Title to the 
Throne ol rh K Re.dm. I. is alio provided by a Statute 
rfAej.nf TbvitlbM/lbtTrcfa hDttd, 

vAU, Be. f, iptf, « r /riW witb^mit, m*i*ui*, ?, 
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itftnitke Aathnify, Jarifliffiex, er Powir if the Biflup- 
if Rome, tr hn Sec. Now what doth this Law amount 
unto, or of what ule isit to the prefcrving theelUblifh- 
ed Religion? If he that both doth all this, and alio glo- 
ries in it, be held Hill capable of mounting the Throne. 

Again theStatute ofthejdof Jtmei which appointeth 
and injoyneth the Oith sf AQtgicste, doth inreility and 
in the drift and Scope of it, debars Ptpijl from being ad- 
mitted to Reign in Fi:r as the Delign of that Otth 
was to extirpate P'p"}, lothatisimpoflible 10 be com- 
pifledj iKould webc liable to admit a Pipijh Saccrffsr, 
Norcan there be any thing more filly and ridiculous to 
bs required of us, than that sve mould fwear Alitglmct 
to a Ptfijl in oppofition to peper*. And not to purfue 
this point any further, the St*tnte of the ioff/;.cCon- 
cerningtheO^fii'/" 3Mfrem*tj, can no ways be adiufted 
to Principles of Reafon and Wil'dom, if notwithfrand. 
inganyihing contiined in that /.jw, a pipifh Recufant 
remains inacondition to inherit the Imperial Crown of 
thisRealm, Ina word that and all other sutures made 
againft Ptpen, fetveonly to reduce us into a wnrfe con- 
di tion than ever we were, if this do not run thorough- 
and enliven them with I'enle as well as vcrtue, namely 
that no Papijl can have right, or is ever to be fullered to 
Reignovcr this Nation. 

SIR, You feewith what Freedom, I' have reprefen- 
mythoughis unto you in relation to the Bill fer Dif- 
Mng James D«kr */ Y O R K, tt inhtr-t tbcimftrttl 
Crnvnof thii Rit'm. And indeed it is a Bill of vaft im- 
portance, not only toourfelvesand poller ity, but to all of 
other Nations who have forfaken the Fellowip of the 
Papal Church. I could have not only enlarged up6n the 
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tevcralheads, but have rcafoned from more Topia ; 
.But 1 think there is enough already laid .for one 
Lttttr, and Hull therefore referve the reft, til! Ireceive 
your Advice whether it be neceffiry to fay any more, or 
whether you dare truft the farther manage of it in To 
weak and mean a Hand. 

And dull only add thttour Church- Men arc like to be 
ft rang I y entangled, flwuld the Bill once pufs into an All. 
Forif theyomit tofM/ for the J/lafrisui Prion Jiaes 
Duke of Tor'', they will Ik thought tou/iWagainftthe 
Oblig'tifni they are under of teiSfat the whole Liturgy ; 
andlhouldtheyconunuetoprayforlnai in the wonted 
Arm, they tmy perhaps not only meet wiihTomc affront 
ftomthc angry and incenced Multitude^, but be judged 

■by wiler Heads, to befpeak a publick Calamity at the 
hands of God, and entreat him to inflict theworft of 

Judgments upon the Nation. I am 
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1S78. 

4ai n>HliMgseTvt»t. 
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